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DETAILED ACTION 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
06/26/2008 has been entered. 
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Response to Arguments 

With regard to claims 1 and 8, applicant argues that Barker does not appear to 
address the issue of routing document. 

In response: Barker discloses to generate corresponding digital image data to 
various users (e.g., in addition, the form code 54 may cause the control circuit 34 to 
refer to a specific data set, thereby directing the interpretation of instructions contained 
on the form to various users, systems, and so forth, column 5, lines 26-29). 

With regard to claims 17 and 18, applicant argues that Barker does not appear to 
address metadata to be associated with a document. 

In response: Barker discloses wherein the selected at least one of the one or 
more user-selectable parameters includes metadata to be associated with the digital 
image data (e.g., in addition, the form code (metadata) may cause the control circuit 34 
to refer to a specific data set (associated with document), form code block 54 
(metadata), figure 3, column 5, lines 26-27). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 3-6, 8, 11-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Barker et al. (Barker) (US 6,646,765) in view of Yakata (JP 
10275206). 
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With regard to claim 1, Barker discloses a method for making written documents 
(column 7, lines 35-55 teaches composing/making a cover sheet with a document), 
comprising: generating a cover sheet (e.g., figure 3, column, lines 44-45), including 
machine readable information and scanning a document using the cover sheet (column 
7, lines 35-56), the cover sheet has user selectable parameter (e.g., selectable 
parameters 88, 82, figure 3) to be read by the user and select by the user at least one of 
the one or more user selectable parameter (e.g., selectable parameters 88, 82, figure 
3); and scanning a document using the cover sheet (e.g., a form code 54, input sheet 
figure 3, is provided in an upper region of the sheet and may be used to indicate to the 
system that the sheet represents instructions to be applied during a scanning or 
processing operation, column 5, lines 22-26) to generate corresponding digital image 
data (e.g., in addition, the form code 54 may cause the control circuit 34 to refer to a 
specific data set, thereby directing the interpretation of instructions contained on the 
form to various users, systems, and so forth, column 5, lines 26-29), wherein the 
selected at least one of the one or more user-selectable parameters includes an 
electronic address for the digital image data (e.g., digital data sent to user with email 
(electronic address) in block 64, figure 3, column 5, lines 44-48). 

Barker does not teach a cover sheet including tactilely readable information. 

Yakata discloses a label (similar to cover sheet) including tactilely readable 
markings (braille) available to the visually impaired and encoding information which can 
be read by an optical reader (paragraphs 0005 and abstract). 
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Since a blind person would be a user and the only way that a blind person can 
use Barker's cover sheet and select the parameter in the cover sheet is to provide the 
user with tactilely reading markings includes information regarding one or more user 
selectable parameters such that the user can tactilely reading the cover sheet and 
selecting the at least one of the one or more user-selectable parameters. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to have modified Barker to include including tactilely readable markings 
(braille) available to the visually impaired as taught by Yakata includes information 
regarding one or more user selectable parameters such that the user can tactilely 
reading the cover sheet and selecting the at least one of the one or more user- 
selectable parameters and scanning a document using the cover sheet. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have 
modified Barker by the teaching of Yakata includes information regarding one or more 
user selectable parameters such that the user can tactilely reading the cover sheet and 
selecting the at least one of the one or more user-selectable parameters and scanning a 
document using the cover sheet because it would have allow visually impaired person 
having privileged to fax a document. 

With regard to claim 3, Barker discloses wherein selecting the at least one user- 
selectable parameter includes checking a box on the sheet (column 5, lines 14-43, 
figure 3). 

With regard to claim 4, Barker discloses wherein the electronic address is an 
email address (e.g., block 64, figure 3). 
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With regard to claim 5, Barker discloses wherein the electronic address is that of 
a database in which the digital image data will be stored (column 5, lines 53-59). 

With regard to claim 6, Barker discloses wherein the electronic address is that of 
a networked printer (e.g., the form code (the electronic address) may cause the control 
circuit 34 to refer to a specific data set, thereby directing the interpretation of 
instructions contained on the form to various users, systems, and so forth, allowing a 
shared peripheral device (networked printers) or scanning device to be used for a 
number of different users, column 5, lines 26-30). 

With regard to claim 8, the subject matter is similar to claim 1 . Therefore claim 8 
is rejected as set forth above for claim 1 . 

With regard to claim 11 , the subject matter is similar to claim 4. Therefore claim 
1 1 is rejected as set forth above for claim 4. 

With regard to claim 12, Yakata discloses wherein the tactilely readable markings 
include Braille (paragraph 0005). 

With regard to claim 13, Barker discloses wherein the machine readable 
markings include a bar code (figure 3, block 54). 

With regard to claim 14, Barker discloses wherein the machine readable 
markings includes glyphs (column 5, lines 14-43, figure 3). 

With regard to claim 15, the subject matter is similar to claim 5. Therefore claim 
15 is rejected as set forth above for claim 5. 



Application/Control Number: 10/736,663 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2625 

With regard to claim 16, the subject matter is similar to claim 6. Therefore claim 
16 is rejected as set forth above for claim 6. 

With regard to claim 17, Barker discloses a method for making written documents 
(column 7, lines 35-55 teaches composing/making a cover sheet with a document), 
comprising: generating a cover sheet (e.g., figure 3, column, lines 44-45), including 
machine readable information and scanning a document using the cover sheet (column 
7, lines 35-56), the cover sheet has user selectable parameter (e.g., selectable 
parameters 88, 82, figure 3) to be read by the user and select by the user at least one of 
the one or more user selectable parameter (e.g., selectable parameters 88, 82, figure 
3); and scanning a document using the cover sheet (e.g., a form code 54, input sheet 
figure 3, is provided in an upper region of the sheet and may be used to indicate to the 
system that the sheet represents instructions to be applied during a scanning or 
processing operation, column 5, lines 22-26) to generate corresponding digital image 
data (e.g., in addition, the form code 54 may cause the control circuit 34 to refer to a 
specific data set, thereby directing the interpretation of instructions contained on the 
form to various users, systems, and so forth, column 5, lines 26-29), wherein the 
selected at least one of the one or more user-selectable parameters includes metadata 
to be associated with the digital image data (e.g., in addition, the form code may cause 
the control circuit 34 to refer to a specific data set (associated with document), form 
code block 54 (metadata), figure 3, column 5, lines 26-27). 

Barker does not teach a cover sheet including tactilely readable information. 
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Yakata discloses a label (similar to cover sheet) including tactilely readable 
markings (braille) available to the visually impaired and encoding information which can 
be read by an optical reader (paragraphs 0005 and abstract). 

Since a blind person would be a user and the only way that a blind person can 
use Barker's cover sheet and select the parameter in the cover sheet is to provide the 
user with tactilely reading markings includes information regarding one or more user 
selectable parameters such that the user can tactilely reading the cover sheet and 
selecting the at least one of the one or more user-selectable parameters. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to have modified Barker to include including tactilely readable markings 
(braille) available to the visually impaired as taught by Yakata includes information 
regarding one or more user selectable parameters such that the user can tactilely 
reading the cover sheet and selecting the at least one of the one or more user- 
selectable parameters and scanning a document using the cover sheet. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have 
modified Barker by the teaching of Yakata includes information regarding one or more 
user selectable parameters such that the user can tactilely reading the cover sheet and 
selecting the at least one of the one or more user-selectable parameters and scanning a 
document using the cover sheet because it would have allow visually impaired person 
having privileged to fax a document. 

With regard to claim 18, the subject matter is similar to claim 17. Therefore claim 
18 is rejected as set forth above for claim 17. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to QUANG N. VO whose telephone number is (571)270- 
1 121 . The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30AM-5:00PM Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, King Y. Poon can be reached on 5712727440. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Quang N. Vo/ /King Y. Poon/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2625 Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 

Unit 2625 



